Analysis of post mortem brain tissue using EMIT.
EMIT, normally used on urine or serum for the detection of drugs of abuse, has been utilized for the analysis of drugs in aqueous brain extracts. A modified Stas-Otto procedure performed on the brain tissue produced a liquid containing no interfering substances. The detection limits proved to be at least as sensitive as the chromatographic screening techniques normally applied to larger portions of the final aqueous filtrate. Out of 166 cases, 50 positive findings were determined. Two glutethimide cases gave positives for the barbiturate assay and a fatal overdose of amitriptyline appeared positive when tested with the benzodiazepine reagents. All other positive findings correlated well with the chromatographic findings.